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It would be fallacious to think of love mar-
riage as a conventional way of union in 
India but it would also be erroneous to 

say that India is intolerant towards Love 
Marriages. Along with GDP, Literacy rate 
is also increasing. people are becoming more 
and more aware everyday. Their perception is 
changing, they are no longer resisting change. 
They have started to understand that one has 
a right to choose their life partner. The cus-
tomary values taught to us are being modi-
fied, the curfew time of teenagers are becom-
ing more flexible, the anathema of parents 
towards the friendship between a boy a girl 
has become somewhat endurable by them. 

We may blame the generation gap for 
the conservative thoughts of our parents but 
that’s not the only reason. Our parents taught 
us what was taught to them, they followed 
the moral compass of their descendants. Few 
found true love by way of arrange marriage, 
few found a good life partner and others were 
happy with getting a life time assistant who 
won’t contest them in any matter. And the 
remaining had no option but to accede to it 
in order to strut like the others. 

Be it the Generation gap, illiteracy, cus-
tomary values or other n number of reasons 
behind the thought process of people; the thing 
that matters is how it is adversely affecting ev-
eryone in the present environment. Suicides, 
Acid attacks, depression, Honour Killings 
and many more criminal activities are taking 
place every second day. Yes, We have become 
more tolerant towards Love Marriage and yes 
there has been a decline in such criminal ac-
tivities but Sadly the days of immoral acts are 
not yet of the past. A change is taking place 
in a previous hidebound society, and it may 
take another decade or 2 to downright accept 
the concept of love marriage but a start is all  

we needed to keep us going for the time 
being. 

In this paper we will discuss what mar-
riage is? why it came into existence ? And 
why it is such a taboo in India to indulge in 
a marriage out of love and not out of arrange-
ment between two families.

Marriage is not a new concept. It can all 
be traced back to the time of first humans 
who lived million years ago. At the very begin-
ning the concept of marriage did not existed. 
There was no monogamy let alone a sacred 
union between two heterosexuals. But with 
time the necessity arose. Women needed to 
protect their children and men were thought 
to be more strong, physically. So pleasure was 
given by women in exchange for protection but 
soon it was not enough. Quid pro quo was fail-
ing in front of jealousy, insecurities and men 
thought it was not enough to put their life on 
line for protecting a child which wasn’t even 
theirs. From this the idea of monogamy came 
into picture. The men needed assurance that 
they were the father of the child they were 
protecting. Monogamy lead to marriage and 
that’s how it all started. 

Marriage can be interpreted differently. 
Some think of it as a Sacred union between 
a man and a woman for other marriage can 
be of  convenience and for some it’s just a 
contract. Every religion have their own inter-
pretation, description and set of rituals for 
performing a marriage ceremony and each of 
them could not be any more different than the 
other. Christian bride wears white for their 
ceremony whereas its a big no for a Hindu 
bride to wear white during the rituals as it 
is seen as inauspicious. 

With marriage the concept of Divorce 
couldn’t stay notional. It was only human to 
make mistake while choosing a life partner or 
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not considering all aspects of a relationship 
before marrying a  person. During the time of 
kings and queens it was mandatory to get their 
permission for getting a marriage annulled or 
get a divorce but it was not an easy process. 
Divorce was seen as breaking a promise which 
one made to the other with their life. And 
one who could not deliver such promise was 
seen as a nuisance and was abhorred by the 
society. Only high ranking officials or people 
close to the sovereign could get the permis-
sion in an extraordinary circumstances. But 
with time the aversion towards divorce was 
receded. Stringent laws now exist to preserve 
the sanctity of marriage along with providing 
option to get seperated if need be. Now a days 
a divorce is a mundane practice in many coun-
tries like America, UK, Australia and  Ireland 
but countries like Pakistan, Bangladesh, UAE, 
etc are still struggling to come to terms with 
this foreign concept. Even in our country a 
divorced person specially a woman faces lot 
of acrimony, ornery comments and animosity 
by the society.

Marriage and divorce are two sides of the 
same coin. These concepts have evolved a lot 
throughout time. Reasons for divorce has been 
specified and are no longer biased toward a 
particular gender. Marriage is now no lon-
ger seen as a thing that one must do. Many 
woman and man choose not to marry at all 
throughout their life whereas few marry in 
their teen years. Laws have even made to pro-
tect one from being exploited in the name of 
marriage and to assure that one gets a right 
to choose their own partner. But are these 
law being followed ? Do everyone indeed has 
a right to choose their life partner ? This is 
were the concept of Arrange marriages come 
into picture. 

Arrange marriage is a method used to get 
one married. During the time of the sovereign 
arrange marriages were opted by the royal 
families as marriage was seen not just a union 
between two people or even two families but it 
was a union of two nations hence the stature 
of both families played a colossal role. Many 

things needed to be kept in mind while fix-
ing a marriage. Wealth, popularity, modesty,  
benefit of the nation were few of the many 
requirements that needed to be fulfilled by the 
other party to be a worthy to marry a royal. 
Even though there is no sovereign in India 
still this custom prevails. The Indian society 
has shown scorn towards Love marriage as 
they believe Arrange marriage is the condign 
and proper way to choose one’s life partner. 
Let’s first see what one actually means by the 
present concept of arrange marriage. 

In Indian Society, specially the rural areas, 
Arrange marriage is where the family chooses 
the brid/groom on their behalf. The family be-
lieves that they are the best judge of character 
and they know their children more than chil-
dren themselves so they will be better suited 
for choosing a life partner with whom one has 
to live their whole life with. And of course the 
opinion of the person who is getting married is 
absurd, the parents and the extended family 
obviously has more knowledge and experience 
then why take into consideration the opinion 
of the person whose life will be affected the 
most by the despotic decision.                            

In this type of marriage arrangements a 
relative searches for a family which is better 
than theirs, in short, more influential, wealthy, 
reputed and so on. The groom family visits 
the bride’s family, obviously it not completely 
necessary for the groom to tag along, what 
will he do anyway. The bride is assiduously 
investigated, whether she can walk properly 
or, can she cook, all her limbs are in perfect 
condition or not, did she had any affairs be-
fore and the most important question: Is she 
a virgin or not? Both family match horoscopes, 
what all is expected from the bride’s family 
is decided, bride’s family beseeches few times 
and only after all this the marriage date is 
fixed. This all might sound a over criticized 
but this the ground reality. Ofcourse the con-
cept was not always like this but sadly this 
is what it has become. 

Originally Arrange marriages were used 
because Love was seen as distraction or a 
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way to exploit the girl before marriage and 
there was not much interaction between a 
boy and girl in the previous conservative so-
ciety hence this method was sought. But in 
the current evolved world where things have 
changed so much but the mindset of Indian 
society is still cemented in the 90s sadly this 
is all that arrange marriage has become. With 
Industriallisation, Privatisation, gloablisation 
and liberalisation taking place apparently the 
people of India never got enough time to per-
mutate their excogitation of Arrange marriage.

The concept of Arrange marriage is now 
completely alien to few developed countries 
Including The Great Britain which still has 
a sovereign whereas countries like japan, 
China, and south Korea are a beautiful blend 
of both love and arrange marriages. In India 
it is a completely different story though. Here 
Arrange marriage is unalterable method that 
needs to be used for a marriage to take place. 
Those who fall in love after engagement are 
seen by society as if they have committed a 
sin let alone those who married the one whom 
they love. 

But like our fingers not everyone is same. 
Even in this tyrannous society there are few 
who acquiesce and fathom the right of a per-
son to choose their life partner without facing 
any bigotry from others. They understand how 
crucial it is to let one exercise this freedom. 
Few evolved with time, other’s learnt from 
their parents mistakes and the rest were wise 
enough to adapt themselves. Although such 
menage are rare to come across, specially in 
rural areas, but gladly they do exist.

In the last decade a rise in number of love 
marriages can be seen. The main reason be-
hind it are:

 1. When the fallout from an arrange 
marriage make them see the verity 
of the system parents don’t wish 
to make the same mistake as their  
did.

 2. The literacy rate has increased 
drastically and the parents understand 

how important it is to let one make 
their own decisions in life.

 3. Communication between parents 
and children play a key role. Even 
if someone is illiterate and had 
a successful arrange marriage, 
communication can make them aware 
that time has changed.

 4. Parents come to understand that it’s 
not their right to make every decision 
of their child’s life instead it’s their 
duty to watch them make mistake 
and let them learn from it.

 5. Movies and TV shows also play a 
role in this change but it’s negatives 
overshadows the positive.

 6. And in few cases the parents just 
settle for the sake of their child’s 
happiness.

No matter the reason, it gives solace to 
know that such parents exist for whom their 
children’s happiness matters more than the 
tyrannous society. It’s like a ray of sunlight 
on a cloudy day. They understand that change 
is decisive and inevitable and to forsake the 
happiness of one to appease a society which 
is hoggish, grandstanding, avaricious and 
have cemented their thoughts is a Faux Pas. 
Without schism and dissent from something 
one cannot wish for a Tabula Rasa.

It has been observed that the number of 
parents with liberal mindset are more in ur-
ban areas compared to the rural ones and the 
main reason behind it is literacy. So a solu-
tion to this problem is not far away. Every 
year the literacy rate of India is increasing 
and with increase in literacy hope is increas-
ing as well. Whereas other factors cannot be 
neglected literacy plays a key role. 

What is more disquieting is the fact that 
there are few who are literate and have gone 
through the displeasures of an arrange mar-
riage and still they are swayed toward the 
old system of arrange marriage. It is a praise 
worthy thing to follow one’s custom but it is 
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appalling at the same time to audaciously fol-
low it ignoring the ramifications of their ac-
tions. There conformity with such redundant 
custom is a cause for worry. One needs to 
understand their thinking process in order to 
efface such atrocity. 

Moreover they need to understand love 
marriage is not as bad as they think of it 
to be. After all what is so wrong in deciding 
one’s own life partner? How can it be seen as 
a sin ? Life partner is someone with whom one 
chooses to live their whole life with. Someone 
with whom one can share their problems and 
worries without apprehension of being judged. 
Someone who is there no matter the time and 
place and with whom one shares all their hap-
piness, sadness, birthdays, christmas, holi, 
Eid or anything which is of any significance 
to them. Someone who understands them, mo-
tivate them, keeps them company and start a 
family with. How can one just marry a random 
guy that has been chosen by the family? Its 
not that they don’t trust their parents judge-
ment but it’s impossible for them to know how 
compatible both will be with each other un-
less they find it out for themselves. Although 
concept of Divorce does exist but why indulge 
in such activity when the outcome is dubious. 
No astute person would want to walk down a 
path which leads to the deep sea. What is it 
that our parents are thinking while making 
us walk down the path of arrange marriage 
? Do they want us to get divorce or do they 
wish we live in a mental agony for the rest 
of our lives like maybe they themselves have 
been living. 

I agree they think what they are doing 
is best for us but even if there is 1% chance 
that their decision might make us resent them 
forever is that decision really worth taking? Is 
their obstinacy more important then the fact 
that it is causing us misery?  Maybe we would 
end up getting divorced even if we marry a 
partner of our choice but that onus would be 

on us, we will carry the burden of our own 
decision, This is what being adult means. 
At least we won’t resent them. We will take 
responsibility of our own mistakes. What is 
wrong in that?

I tried to find out the rationality that 
makes the society believe what they are do-
ing is right. I read articles about it, asked few 
adults, in fact i even asked my mother. But 
couldn’t come up with a concrete reasoning. 
The most common replies i got was “ This is 
how it always has been”. Is it ample reason-
ing for making us do what we distaste? Didn’t 
our parents always took pride in the fact that 
they altruistically love us and wants to see us 
happy? Didn’t they promised us at least once 
in our lives to protect us from getting hurt? 
Shouldn’t we be trusted the way we trust 
them? Unconditionally.  

I found it really appalling that our so 
called matured, dexterous, knowledgeable and 
omniscient society was infringing the legal as 
well as a moral right of an individual to marry 
a person of their choice on a custom or belief 
for which they had little to aught knowledge 
about. And what is more horrifying is that 
they never even tried to find out. They are 
so adamant towards their believes that they 
shun the happiness and prosperity of their 
own children. Few family go as far as killing 
their child, in name of protecting their honor, 
for choosing their own life partner. They have 
become so oblivious that they have even for-
gotten the main purpose of marriage i.e,  hap-
piness. What  good is a dead child to anyone 
and how can a families notoriety be affected 
by a love marriage? Why try to appease a so-
ciety, by harming your children, which will 
give nothing in return except condemnation in 
everything you do. Yes society is important, 
we can’t just live secluded. But when a time 
comes to choose between the hoggish society 
and your beloved family i think the choice not 
so ornery.
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